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THE LORD'S ZEAL OVER JERUSALEM

#2. THE LORD'S CONFIDENT RELEVATION OF JERUSALEM.

Sermon from Rev. M.J.C. Blok in Utrecht (North-West)

Beloved congregation in our the Lord Jesus Christ

It is very comforting, congregation, what Zechariah is allowed to see and hear in these second and third night visions. After all, you remember what the situation was: only a handful of Judeans returned from Babylon to Canaan and that remnant lived there still under Persian rule. The country had become a province of the Persian empire, and we remember from Daniel 7, how that empire is pictured as a brutal bear, trampling everything under its ponderous feet.

They have only lately started building the temple in Jerusalem again, but the work is not going well: there is opposition from the outside, and above all, there is weakness and unbelief within. The situation is therefore extremely gloomy.

But God is going to exhort and comfort Zion, He first sends Haggai, and a few months later Zechariah, who gets these night visions which he must pass on to his people. In the first night the Lord says, I will stir up the world, and do so for My new temple in Jerusalem, I continue to choose Jerusalem, My house will be built there. That means that God is going to break the Gentile power and completely redeem Jerusalem. Yes, the Lord is going to make His city greater and more glorious than the mightiest world cities with a millions or more inhabitants, more glorious than Nineveh and Babylon, Athens and Rome. A great demand comes over the world for the church of God, and His glory will be in it!

It is this thought that is further elaborated and affirmed in our text, in which we hear

THE LORD'S CONFIDENT RELEVATION OF JERUSALEM.  The text speaks of :

                          1) her redemption (18-21) 

                          2) her expansion (1-5) and connected to it:

                          3) Babylon's downfall (6-9) and

                          4) Jerusalem's glorification (10-13)

1. The text speaks of her redemption (18-21)

In the second night vision (of the horns and the craftsmen) the Lord says that He is going to wipe out the anti-Jerusalem hostile world power and so come to save Jerusalem. You will remember that the Lord had already said that in the first night vision.

‘I am very angry with those arrogant nations‘, as they are called there, ‘for they helped for evil while I was but a little angry with My people’. Yes, during the last years before the captivity Jerusalem had certainly filled up the measure of her sins - and therefore, remember especially the prophecies of Jeremiah in context here, they had to go through with the punishment.  So the LORD used Assyria and Babylon as instruments in His hand to punish His apostate covenant people. But what was God's purpose for that? The destruction of His people, and consequently the eternal end of the Messianic future? Not at all! On the contrary, the Lord intended to preserve His people and keep the Messianic way of salvation open. His punishment was chastisement in love and in great covenant loyalty. But those nations shouted: now Jerusalem is gone for good, God's Covenant with this people is gone, the revelation of salvation is broken off, all Messianic promises are destroyed, this part is over! And that was the voice of the dragon, of the beast out of the sea.

Through the Spirit Zechariah now sees four horns. How we exactly have to visualize this, I do not know, but he sees four horns and the interpreter next to him says to him: These are the horns which have scattered Judah (here referred to as the Israel of God) and Jerusalem.

You can know from the Scriptures that the horn is a symbol of strength, momentum and so of world domination, and the number four points to the four points of the compass: those wicked world powers come from North and South, from East and West, in order to fly at the throat of that one small church in the middle of it and destroy it in one smothering pounce.

These four horns are therefore not identifiable with four specific world empires, but they represent the total sum of world powers that scattered and dispersed Judah and Jerusalem. So they include Assyria and Edom and Babylon, and Persia too, for the Persian empire of Zechariah's day stands on the shoulders of Babylon, is one in principle, and has inherited a part of its guilt with the power of Babylon. Persia also kept God's people in submission and it is evident from Dan. 7 that it is also antichristian, even if it is perhaps a degree (or two) milder than Assyria and Babylon.

But, congregation, now comes something else! The LORD shows Zechariah four craftsmen, and notice that the LORD's name is capitalized here! Now something is going to happen. So it is not finished with Jerusalem, the LORD will still remember His covenant, now there is still a messianic future, shutters are thrown open with one thrust: there is a light, a glory of God, which immediately breaks through.  What do these craftsmen come to do?

Well, says the interpreter angel, aren't these the horns that scattered Jerusalem so that none dared to raise their head?  Wasn’t the situation hopeless? Now, these four craftsmen have been sent of God to terrify those nations, so that dread strikes their hearts. They come to break down those horns with their sledgehammers.

You see it happening here, and you must, because this is what the church of all ages must hold in her memory. There are those four horns, full of power and blasphemy, but then four muscular fellows come quickly with immense hammers, and the horns are smashed to pieces: God is going to destroy the world powers at the four ends of the earth! Don't ask whether these craftsmen are human - or angelic powers. They are instruments of the Lord of hosts, and they will strike. That's the point, and we'll have to hold on to that as we continue the line of Zach. 1 to Rev. 20, where you read that the nations in the four corners of the earth (Gog and Magog) are going to make war against the beloved city of Jerusalem, and their number is as the sand of the sea.

But if that is so, you ask: what will become of it?

Because the church is already losing ground everywhere. We are already being pushed back more and more from public turf. The church should be concerned with the soul, they think, but not with life.

But God is going to strike down these powers, as Babylon and Persia and the Roman Empire were.  Because HE makes the history, HE drives the powers. HE disposes of the horns that punish the church, HE sends out the craftsmen to redeem the church. No, history is not a game of circumstances, and we are not at the mercy of the world's greats, the Lord rules and no one else.

Yes, this second night vision also confirms what the first already assured us so expressly: that the great political events in the world are moving according to God's counsel around the small focal point of the kingdom of heaven: Jerusalem, the city of God!

No, the world does not see that, it does not want to see it, and yet it is so: God calls on the anti-Christian world powers (in order) to chastise His apostate church with them like a scourge, so much so that none can lift their head anymore. But because they help for evil purpose, the Lord will soon call on other powers to punish and destroy the first, and so according to God's wise counsel the history of the world seems indeed world-oriented, until God Himself comes from heaven with fire. comes to devour his adversaries, and bring Jerusalem to eternal glory, which extends to the ends of the earth!

2. The text speaks of its extension (1-5)

That is what Zechariah gets to see in the third night vision.  Indeed he sees a man there with a measuring line in his hand. What is that man going to do? He is going to measure the New Jerusalem. Don't ask, congregation, who is this man? I only know of one answer: this is a man who loves the church, the Jerusalem of God.  He wept when Jerusalem was overrun and the temple was in ruins. That man can take a lot, but when the church walls are thrown down and Jerusalem is scattered, then his grief knows no bounds, then the nerves overpower him, and then he begins to pray Psalm 102: the prayer of the oppressed.

Also, when that church gets back up again and starts to grow, he is as happy as a child (notice that he is called a youth in verse 4), and then in his youthful enthusiasm he recalculates how much we have grown, and how great the Lord will make us? It is the man from psalm 122:

To build the house of the Lord in you,

where our God dwells,

I will seek the good for you!

Also the man of Psalm 137, who would rather have a stroke than disregard God's church.

How many church people are different today! Of course, they are members of the church and they walk along, but you cannot say that their life revolves around Jerusalem. They have taken a firm hold of the world. And the world, of course, lives by what you can see and feel: let heaven be for God and give us the earth! What do they care about the church and the kingdom of God? That is the judgment of the secularizing world.

But there is also a secularized and materialistic church, which is also actually about money, about position, about food and drink, and of course with a Christian sauce added to it.

But this young man is different, he lives in the things of God's kingdom, he is full of fervor and zeal to follow and see how Jerusalem grows and expands! And he has already added action to words: he is already on his way, he must know his part of it!

But now Zechariah suddenly sees the interpreter angel reappear, and at the same time another angel, and the interpreter angel shouts to the other: hurry, and say to the young man that Jerusalem will be inhabited as a village is inhabited no longer having city walls, and is situated in Canaan as an open area due to the multitude of people and cattle in it! You want to measure Jerusalem? But, young man, there is no way to measure it! Of course, if Jerusalem were to become a walled city, you could accurately determine its length and breadth, but that is a total impossibility with the future Jerusalem. The expansion of Jerusalem will be so enormous that it is impossible to conceal its citizens within a wall. After all, every wall is a limitation, and that is why this new City of God will lie as an open area, like a landscape, as big as the world is wide!

Yes, that is Jerusalem, of course not the one on the map, but the New Jerusalem, which has actually been growing and expanding on earth throughout the centuries since Zechariah's day and also today. Yes, indeed, the Lord is also fulfilling this prophecy today!

For at Pentecost He broke down the dividing wall between Jew and Gentile, and His kingdom comes amongst every race and language and people and nation as the universal world city, the ecumenical world empire of Jesus Christ, and the end is: a multitude that no one can number. standing before the throne of God and of the Lamb!

This Jerusalem is already descending from God out of heaven now, and the preaching of the church is not just for the "soul", but for life, for the world, for the whole man (and therefore also for the soul). Our text says that the kingdom of God comes as a leaven and takes hold of all human life, sanctifies all relationships of life, and everything in the service of God, people and animals.

Thus Jerusalem becomes a new creation of God, yes, a new one, but still a real creation! Grace is not hostile to nature, but sanctifies it.  Therefore go to Jerusalem if you want to see the truly human, the pure creature, go to Jerusalem. They are not too spiritual who say: I am concerned with Jerusalem, the church of God, but then it cannot mean: give me heaven, and leave the earth to the wicked, for they say, I love God, and therefore also heaven and also the earth, His earth, which they claim to be God‘s.

I lift up the banner and say that everything belongs to God, and therefore is also for God! And then I know: the true church does not get a glory parade with triumphal chariots here, but I believe the Word of God, when it says: that by the power of God's Spirit and Word Jerusalem has received the power to expand, by which Nineveh and Babel diminish into oblivion.

So now the most glorious thing comes in our text, God says “I will be a wall of fire all around her, and I will be the one glory within her.”
Jerusalem will be a city without a wall? But not really, the LORD himself is a wall of fire for her, and woe to him who comes to pursue this city! He will be consumed in the fiery glow of the Lord's holiness. And in Jerusalem there will be nothing but glory, because the LORD is there.

Zion, praise God with thankful voice

your Lord, who lives forever

gives brilliance to the beautiful Jerusalem

by dwelling there!

It is true, congregation, that the fulfillment of this prophecy does not come until the last day: the city needs neither sun nor moon, that they should shine in it, for the glory of God illumines her, and the Lamb is her candle. And yet it is true even today that God is the only glory of His people in our Savior Jesus Christ, we know and have no other glory than His, and so we may now dance with joy of soul and lift up our heads in the midst of so much grief and sorrow and distress: the glory of the Lord shines over us and our children!

The third night vision of Zechariah ends with this fifth verse  But verses 6-13 now follow. You might call these the prophetic application to the two preceding night visions, and in such a way that the verses 6 to 9 refer to the second night vision, the verses. 10 to 13 on the third.

3  The text speaks of Babylon's downfall (6-9)

So we come to our third point: Babylon’s downfall. Isn't it true, God is soon going to terrify the heathen and crush the horns.  That was what the second night vision was about with the horns and the craftsmen.

Therefore the prophet cries out with great emotion to the exiles who are still left in Babylon: Up, up, flee from the north country (that is, Babylon), before judgment breaks forth; for I have given you up once and scattered you in my anger to the four winds of heaven, says the LORD, but now his anger is again turned away. For the LORD has smoothed the way to Zion and Jerusalem, so why did they not all go back, that could and should of? Why did they stay behind in Babylon? Do they want to perish with Babylon per se, in their disobedience?  Up Zion, escape to Zion, you who still dwell with the daughter of Babylon!

Oh, they have it good there, the exile no longer hurts them, and they have made a benefit from the need (of God's judgment!). They no longer feel like exiles at all, they feel wonderfully at home in Babylon and they are completely secularized there.  Is not your homeland there where you have it good? A temple is soon forgotten, and messianic promises, well, you don't build a future with them here on earth….

But do they not see the lingering storm and the threat of God’s judgment? They can laugh off that judgment over themselves and over Babylon, but it will come nonetheless.

For thus says the LORD of hosts, Whose glory has sent me, concerning the nations which have plundered you: verily, those that touch you (His people) touches the apple of His eye. And doesn’t that mean that God reacts immediately and strikes them away from Himself. Let someone put his hand toward the apple of your eye, and you will instinctively strike back immediately for this is the dearest and most tender thing you have.

So then Babylon knows what to expect - and the disobedient covenant people, who are still in Babylon, know also what they have to do: go to Zion! Where else? Verily, says God, I will shake My hand against them, and they will become the spoil of their servants.

Do you see now (for the umpteenth time !!) that outside Jerusalem (the true church of God) there is no escape, no salvation?

The Revelation (to John) will later refer to that, when John hears that heavenly voice cry, Come out from her (from Babylon), my people, that you may not partake of her sins, and not share of her plagues, for her sins have accumulated up to heaven, and God has remembered her iniquities.

The question does not come up here, what is meant with Babylon in Rev. 18, but I point out that Zechariah 2 knows only one place of salvation, and that is Zion, whom the LORD still comforts, the Jerusalem, that He still chooses.

And whoever does not flee there, will be crushed by the striking hand of God at His time, and who can say that the time is not yet?

4  The text speaks of Jerusalem's glorification (10-13)

As soon as Zechariah had finished addressing this ultimatum to the unfaithful covenant people in Babylon, he resumes singing about Zion's bright future, revisiting the third vision (the man with the measuring line).

There we heard the Lord say, I will be a wall of fire round about for Jerusalem, and I will only be glory within her.

This joy has taken such a hold of the prophet that he cries out, Shout and be glad, O daughter of Zion; for, behold, I (the Lord) come and will dwell in the midst of you, says the Lord. Everything will be as glorious as before, yes, much more glorious! For then there was a temple, most holy, with the glory of the Lord, but that is now reaching its great fulfillment! I will dwell in your midst, that is Bethlehem (the Word became flesh and dwelt among us and we have seen His glory!) And then also Pentecost (when Christ's church becomes a dwelling place of God in the Spirit!). And the end finally is: behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they will be My people, and God Himself will be with them, and be their God! But this is already in principle today: the LORD is here, and dwells among us with all his glorious treasures!

Now also the most distant horizons are opening up to Zechariah, and that is that many nations will seek communion with the Lord in that day, and so will also come to Jerusalem, and they will also become His people. It becomes all the more glorious: first Jerusalem will become servant to the nations, soon after nations will become servants to Jerusalem, and finally they will even come to dwell in Zion, when the nations gather together, and bind themselves with the people of the LORD'S inheritance (Ps. 102)

Again the prophet testifies that his word will be fulfilled. You will find out from the facts that the Lord of hosts has sent me to you.

It will be seen that Zion is the center of all the earth, and yet for now it has to be believed, but the Lord will take Judah as His inheritance, Judah will be His everlasting joy and delight, His dearest treasure, and he will still choose Jerusalem for ever!

Great is the wonder that God chooses Jerusalem to be His inalienable inheritance! He is so generous with us, His bride! Moses had already said so: The Lord's portion is His people, and Jacob is the line of His inheritance (Deut. 32: 9). Now, Zechariah takes up that theme again, and the Holy Spirit brings this Word through the whole Bible!

This was great for those people at the temple, which it also is to you when the Lord says, these people from out of all nations! This is the inheritance, the apple of My eye, My bride! O how God rejoices in His people, and it will become all the more glorious! 

It is already coming? Yes, certainly, says the prophet, it is already starting now! You will know that the Lord has sent me. He will come, through the ages!

Therefore he cries once more: “Be silent, all flesh, before the Lord, for He is aroused from His holy habitation,” (from heaven) to come to Zion for redemption! And also, to come to Babylon for judgment.

Heaven has become restless, it is preparing, just a little while longer and there He is!

0h if the world knew! If the unfaithful church believed it! She would grow small before God and flee to the one place of salvation designated by the Lord — His true church! She would be quiet before Him.

If you would just know and believe it and lift up your head, He will do it, He will glorify His church, it will not be overcome, no, Jerusalem will fill the whole world, and it will be all holy ground, where the Lord dwells and where His children put their feet: Holy temple ground!

How blessed are the people that say Amen to this from the heart, the people that love God, and are therefore Zealous for His beautiful Jerusalem, which comes and will come, the place whom the Lord has chosen for their inheritance!

But the unbelievers, and those who do not return in heart to the Lord, will bear the judgment, whoever they may be. Amen.
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